
 CONCEPTS COVERED: Tones/semitones (whole/half steps) & enharmonics
 STUDENT LEVEL: Early intermediate/grade 2
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Vibrant Music Teaching

HOW TO PLAY

• Shuffle the cards and deal 5 to each player. Place the rest in pile in the centre.
• Turn over the top card from the central pile to start the discard pile.
• Players take turns to put down one of their cards on the discard pile. 

• They can put down a card if it is the same type as the face-up card, and must 
say the type. E.g. they say "semitone" or "half step" and place a B to B flat on 
top of an E to F.
• If they do not have a card they can put down, they must draw another card 
from the central pile to add to their hand.

• Special swiswap cards can be placed on top of any other card (and any other card 
can be placed on top of them). 

• Switch: Change the direction around the circle so that the previous player plays 
again. When playing with 2 players this can be used as another "swip" card.
• Swirl: The next player (after the player who plays the card) gets up and turns 
around before sitting down again to play their turn. (This has no effect it's just 
for fun!)
• Swone: The player who puts down this card picks up a card from the central 
pile and gives it to another player of their choice.
• Swip: Skip over the next player in the circle. For 2 players this means that the 
player who puts it down plays another card.
• Swepeat: The player who puts this down plays again.
• Swap: The player who puts this down then gives a card to another player and 
takes one from their hand.

• The winner is the first to get rid of their cards or the one with the least cards when 
the time is up.

Note: For students who are new to semitones/tones (whole/half steps) it is useful to have 
a keyboard diagram on display.

ASSEMBLY
To assemble this game:

• Print out the game cards (pages 3-14) double-sided. 
• Cut apart and laminate if desired.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Swiswap! provides lots of practice for figuring out tones/semitones/enharmonics (whole 
steps/half steps/enharmonics) from staff notation. 
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