
 CONCEPTS COVERED: Key signatures
 STUDENT LEVEL: Early intermediate/grade 2
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HOW TO PLAY

1 Player:
• Place the board on a table with plenty of space around it. 
• Turn one at a time from the pile and try to find a place for it on the board. 

• Sharps/flats can be taken to be in the bass or treble clef since there are no clefs. 
(E.g. A card could act as an A sharp or a C sharp.)
• Place the sharps/flats beside the key, in the order they occur in a key signature. 
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• If you draw a "You got a flat!" card you must take one card from the board and 
return it to the bottom of the pile.

• The game is finished when all the cards are used up and each key signature is 
complete.

2+ Players:
• Place the board on a table with plenty of space around it. 
• Deal 7 cards to each player.
• Players take turns to place a card down on the board as follows:

• Sharps/flats can be taken to be in the bass or treble clef since there are no clefs. 
(E.g. A card could act as an A sharp or a C sharp.)
• Place the sharps/flats beside the key, in the order they occur in a key signature. 
• If a player draws a "You got a flat!" card they must take back a card from the 
board and add it to their hand.
• If a player cannot place a card or places one incorrectly they must draw a new 
one from the pile and add it to their hand.

• The winner is the first to get rid of all their cards.

ASSEMBLY
To assemble:

• Print out the game board (pages 3-4). Trim along the dotted lines and tape to-
gether.
• Print out the game cards (pages 5-6) double-sided. Cut along the dotted lines.
• Lamination is not recommended as it will make the cards slippery.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Cycling on Sharps helps students to get practice with the order of sharps and flats in both 
the treble and bass clefs.

CYCLING ON SHARPS
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You got 
a flat!

Take back one of 
your cards.

You got 
a flat!

Take back one of 
your cards.

You got 
a flat!

Take back one of 
your cards.

You got 
a flat!

Take back one of 
your cards.
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